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Annual Water Quality Report 
January, 1 - December 31, 2013 

This report is in tended to provide you with important information about 
your drinking water and the efforts made by the water system to provide 
safe drinking water. 

Public Participation Opportunities 
Date: 2nd &4th Tuesdays 
Time: 5:15 p.m. 
Location: 110 Buffalo, Gilmer, TX 75644 
Phone Number: 903-843-2552 

To learn about future public meetings (concerning your drinking water), or 
request to schedule one, please call us. 

En Espanol 
Ester eporte incluy einf ormaci6n impor tante sobr eel agua par at omar.Pa ra 
asistencia en espafiol, favor de llamar al telefono (903) 236-6218. 

Information on Sources of Water 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, 
lakes streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface 
ofthe land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, 
in some cases, radioactive material, and can pickup substances resulting from the 
presence ofanimals or human activity. 

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
- Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come fr om 
sewage treatment plants, septicsystems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 
- Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally­
occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial ordomestic wastewater 
discharges, oil and gas production,mining, or farming. 
- Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from avariety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban storm water runoff,and residential areas. 
- Organic chemic al contaminants, including syn thetic and volatile or ganic 
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, 
and can also come from gas stations,urban storm water runoff, and septic systems. 
- Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result 
ofoil and gas production and mining activities. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
lmmuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing 
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/ 
AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly 
at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from 
their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the 
risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791 ). 

Ifpresent,elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for 
pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from 
materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. The 
City of Giimer is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot 
control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water 
has been sitting for several hours,you can minimize the potential for lead exposure 
by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2minutes before using water for drinking or 
cooking. Ifyou are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your 
water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods,and steps you 
can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or 
at http://www.eps.gov/safewater/lead. 

Where Do We Get Our Drinking Water? 
The source of drinking water used by CITY OF GILMER is Ground Wa terfrom 
CARRIZO,WILCOX AQUIFER. The TEC Qcompleted an assessment of your source 
water and results indicate that some of your sources are susceptible to certain 
contaminants. The sampling requirements for your water system are based on this 
susceptibilityand previous sample data. Any detections of these contaminants may 
be found in this Consumer Confidence Report. In the water loss audit submitted 
to the Texas Water Development Board for calendar year 2010, our system lost an 
estimated 16.6 million gallons. 

For more information regarding this report contact: 
Brian Rodgers at (903) 843-2552 

All Drinking Water May Contain Contaminants 
When drinking water meets federal standards there may not be any health benefits 
to purchasing bottled water or point of use devices. Drinking water, including 
bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least smal l amounts of 
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate 
that water poses ahealth risk. More information about contaminants and potential 
health effects can be obtained by cailing the EPA's Safe Drinking Wa ter Hotline 
(1-800-426-4791). 

Information on Secondary Contaminants 
Many constituents (such as calcium,sodium , or iron) which a re of tenfound 
in drinking water can cause taste, color and odor problems. The taste and odor 
constituents arec alled secondary constituents and are regulated by the State of 
Texas, not the EPA. These constituents are not causes for health concern. Therefore, 
secondaries are not required to be reported in this document but they may greatly 
affect the appearance and taste ofyour water. 

er Public Works-Department is committed to public ser 

www.eps.gov/safewater/lead


2013 Regulated Contaminants Detected 

Lead and Copper 
Definitions:Action Level Goal {ALG(: The level ofacontaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. ALGs allowfo r a marginofsafety. Action Level: Theconcentration ofa contaminant which, ifexceeded,triggers treatment or other 
requirements which awater system must follow. 

Not all,ample results may have been used forcalculating the Highest level Detected becausesome re,ults may be partofan evaluation to dete<mine where compliance,ampiing should occur inthe future. 

Inorganic Contaminants 

Lead and DateSampled MCLG Action 90th # SitesOver Al Units V1olat1on Li kely Source ofContam1nat1onCopper level (Al) Percentile 

Copper June-Sept 2013 1J 1.3 0.39 0 ppm N ~~,JJ'~:tt'g;%.~chingfrom wood pre<e1Vatives; Corrosklnof 

lead June-Sept 2013 0 15 2.23 1 ppb N Corrosioo ofhousehold plumbing ,ystems; Ero,ion of natural deposits. 

Regulated Contaminants 
01S1nfectants and D1smfect1on 

By-Product, Collection Date H1g:::~:;-1 
Rangeoflevels 

Detected MCLG MCL Units V1olat1on LikelySource ofContam1nat1on 

Haloacetic Acids (HMS) • 06/18/2013 11.1 4.6-11.1 No goal for the 
total 60 ppb N By-product ofdnn~ngwater chlorinatioo. 

Total Tnhalomethanes (TThm) • 0(,/18/2013 40.7 20.6-40.7 Nogoal for the 
total 80 ppb N By-productofdrinijng water chlorination. 

Inorganic Contaminants Collection Date Highestlevel Detected Range oflevels 
Detected MCLG MCL Unit, V1olat1on LikelySource ofContammat1on 

Antimony 04/28/2011 levels lower than detect levcl 0-0 6 6 ppb N Dischargefrom ~ troleum refineries; fire retardants;ceramics; electronics; 
solder, test addition. 

Arsenic 04/28/2011 levels lower than detect level 0-0 0 10 ppb N &osionofnaturaldeposits;Runofffiom orchards; Runofffrom gla"and
Electronics productioo waste, 

Barium 04/28/2011 0.06 O.Ol-0.06 2 2 ppm N Dischargeof dolling wa,tes; Discharge from metal refine<ies; Erosion of 
natural depo,its. 

Beryllium 04/28/2011 Levels lower than detect level 0-0 4 4 ppb N Dischargefrom metal refinenes and coal-burning factones; Di<charge from 
electrical, aerospace,and defenseindustries. 

Cadmium 04/28/2011 Level, Lowerthan detect level 0-0 5 5 ppb N Corrosion of gal•mizedf(tipes; Erosioo ofnatural depo,its; Discharge from 
metalrefineries; Runo from waste batteries. 

Chromium 04/28/2011 0.559 0382-0.559 100 100 ppb N Dischargefiom <teeland pulp mills; Erosioo of natural depo,its. 

Cyanide 04/28/2011 8 8-8 200 200 ppb N Dischargefrom p~sticand fenilizerfactories; Discharge from ,teel/metal 
factories. 

Fluonde 0(,/18/2013 0.13 0- 0.13 4 4.0 ppm N &oson ofnatural depo,its;Wate< addnive which promotmtong teeth; 
Dischargefrom fertiltzerand aluminum. 

Mercury 04/28/2011 level,lowefthandetect level 0-0 2 2 ppb N Erosioin of natural dt(fusits; Di<cha!. from refineries and factories; Runoff 
from landfills; Runo fromcroplan . 

Nitrate (measured a, Nitrogen) 0(,/18/2013 0.0475 0-0.0475 10 10 ppm N Runofffrom fertilizer use; leaching from septictanks, sewage; Erosion of 
natural depo,ns. 

Nnrate Advisory - Nitrate in drinijng waterat levels abo<e 10ppm i, a healthrisk for infants of les, than six mooth, ofage. High nitratele,els in drinking wale< o,n @useblue baby syndrome. Nitratelevel, mayrisequicijyforshort periods of time because ofrainfall or agrirultural 
activity.Ifyou are@ringforan infant you should ask advice from your health @re prol1de<. 

Nitrite (measured a, Nitrogen) 0(,/18/2013 Level, lowerthan detect level 0- <0.004 1 1 ppm N Runofffrom fertilize, use; Leaching from septictanks, sewage; Erosion of 
natural depo,its. 

Selenium 04/28/2011 levek loweJthandetect level 0-0 so so ppb N Dischargefrom petroleumand metal refineries; &osion ofnatural deposits;
Dischargefrom mines. 

Thallium 04/28/2011 0.011 0.008-0.011 0.5 2 ppb N Dischargefrom Electooic,, gla,,,and leachingfrom ore-proce,,ing sites; 
Drug factor~, 

Radioactive Contaminants Collect10nDate Highest level Detected Range oflevels 
Detected MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source ofContamination 

Beta/photon emitters 

Gro,,alpha including radoo 
and uranium 

Ol/24/2010 

O.l/24/2010 

Levek lowerthandetect level 

levek lowerthandetect levcl 

0-0 

0-0 15 

mrem/yr 

p(i/1. 

Decay of natural and man-made depo,n,. 

Erosioo ofnatural depo,ns. 



f'I 

Synthetic organic Range oflevelscontaminants1nclud1ng Collection Date Highest Level Detected Detected MCLG MCL Units V1olat1on Likely Source ofContammat1on 

I 
pestmdes 

2,4,-D 04/28/2011 Levels low,rthan detect level 0-0 70 70 ppb N Runofffrom heibicide used on row crop< 

Alachlor 07/26/2012 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 2 ppb N Runofffrom heibicide used on row crop< 

Atrazine 07/26/2012 Levels low,rthan detect level 0-0 3 3 ppb N Runofffrom herticide used on row crops. 

Benzo (a) pyrene 07/26/2012 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 200 ppt N Leaching from linings ofwater storage tanksand distlibution lines 

Carbofuran 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 40 40 ppt N Leaching ofsoil fumigant used on rice and alfalfa. 

Chlordane 07/26/2012 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 2 ppb N Relidue ofbanned termiticide. 

Dalapon 04/28/2011 Levels low,rthan detect level 0-0 200 200 ppb N Runofffrom herbicide used on rights of w ~-

Di (2-eth~hexyl)adip,,te 07/26/2012 0.05 0-0.05 ,I()() ,I()() ppb N Discharge from chemical factories 

Di (2-<>thylhexyl) phthalate 07/26/2012 011 0-0.21 0 6 ppb N Discharge from rubbe<and chemical factorie< 

Dibromochlorappropane (DBCP) 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 0 ppt N Runoff/leaching from soilfumigant used on soybean~ cotton, pineapple~ 
andoKhards. 

Dinoseb 04/28/2011 Levels low,rthan detect level 0-0 7 7 ppb N Runofffrom herbicide used on soybeans and vegetable< 

Endrin 07/26/2012 Levelslow,rthan detect level 0-0 2 2 ppb N Relidue ofbanned insecticide< 

Ethylene dibromide 04/28/2011 Levels lower than detect level 0-0 0 50 ppt N Discha ,ge from petrole\lm refiner~< 

Heptachlor 07/26/2012 levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 ,I()() ppt N Relidue ofbanned termiticide. 

Heptachlor epoxide 07/26/2012 levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 200 ppt N Breakdown of heptachlor. 

Hexachlorobenzine 07/26/2012 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 1 ppb N Discharge from metal refineriesand agrirultural chemical factories. 

Hexadorocydopentadine 07/26/2012 Levels lower than detect level 0-0 50 50 ppb N Discha,ge from chemical factorie< 

Lindane 07/26/2012 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 200 200 ppt N Runoff/leaching from insecticide used on cattle, lumber,garden< 

Methoxychlor 07/26/2012 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 40 40 ppb N Runoffneachingfrom insecticide used on frlits, vegatables, alfa~a, livestock. 

Oxam~ (l'ydate 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 200 200 ppb N Runoff/leaching from insecticide used on apples, potatoesand tomatoe< 

Pentachlorophenol 04/28/2011 Levels lower than detect level 0-0 0 1 ppb N Discha,ge from wood preserving factorie< 

Pidoram 04/28/2011 Levels low,rthan detect level 0-0 500 500 ppb N Herbicide runoff. 

Simazine 07/26/2012 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 4 4 ppb N Herbicide runoff. 

Tacaphene 07/26/2012 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 3 ppb N Runoff/leaching from insecticide used on cottonand cattle. 

Volatile Organic Contaminants Collection Date Highest Level Detected Range of Levels MCLG MCL Units V1olat1on Likely Source ofContammat1on
Detected 

1, 1, 1-Trichloroethane 04/28/2011 Levels lower than detect level 0-0 200 200 ppb N Discharge from metaldegreasing sitesand otherfactorie< 

1, 1, 2-Trichloroethane 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 J 5 ppb N Discharge from industriaIchemicalfactories. 

1, 1-Dichloroethylene 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 7 7 ppb N Discharge from industnal chemical factories. 

1,2, 4-Tnchlorobenzene 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 70 70 ppb N Discharge from textile-finishingfactories. 

1, 2-llichloro<>thane 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 5 ppb N Discharge from industnal chemicalfactones. 

1, 2-Dichloropropane 04/28/2011 Levels low,rthandetect level 0-0 0 5 ppb N Discharge from industrial chemical factories. 

Benzene 04/28/2011 le..ts lowerthan detect leve~ 0-0 0 5 ppb N Discharge fromfactories;leachingfrom gas storage tanksand landfills. 

Carbon Tetrachloride 04/28/2011 Levels low,rthan detect level 0-0 0 5 ppb N Discharge from chemical p~ntsand other industrial acti,itie< 

Chlorobenzene 04/28/2011 levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 100 100 ppn N Discha,ge from chemicaland agriculturalchemicalfactories. 

Dichloromethane 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 5 ppb N Discha,ge from pharmaceutical and chemicalfactories. 

Ethylbenzene 04/25/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 700 700 ppb N Disdiarge from petroleum refineries. 

Styrene 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 100 100 ppb N Discharge from rubbe< and plastic factories; leaching from landfills. 

Tetrachloro<>thylene 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 5 ppb N Discharge fromfactories and dry deaners. 

Toluene 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 1 1 ppm N Discharge from petrole\lm factories. 

Trichloro<>thylene 04/28/2011 levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 5 ppb N Discharge from metal degreasing sitesand otherfactories. 

Vinyl Chloride 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 0 2 ppb N Leaching from PVCpiping; Dischargefrom plastics factorie< 

Xylenes 04/28/2011 levelslow,rthan detect level 0-0 10 10 ppm N Discha,ge from petrole\lm factories; Discharge from chemical factorie< 

cis-1,2-Dichloroeth~ene 04/28/2011 levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 70 70 ppb N Discharge from industnal chemical factories. 

o-Dichlorobenzine 04/28/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 600 600 ppb N Discha,ge from industnal chemicalfactories. 

p-Dkhlorobenzend 04-08/2011 Levels lowerthan detect level 0-0 75 75 ppb N Discharge from industnal chemical factories. 

t@ns-12,-Dicholoroeth~ene 0412mo11 levels lowerthandetect level 0-0 100 100 ppb N Discharge from industrial chemical factories. 
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