
 

      
          

 

 
 

 

  
   

 

   
 

 
        

       
  
  

  
    

   
  

    

    
 

  
    

 
  

          
       

       
 

       
       

    

     
    

   
      

  
      

     
        

  

  
    

   
        
      

         
         
            

     
        

  
         

     
      

         
    

      
        
        

        
    

  

 
  

        
      

        
    

   
           

    
     

         
         

       
  

2014 Annual Drinking
Water Quality Report 

TX2300002 
City of Gilmer 

Annual Water Quality Report 
January, 1 - December 31, 2014 

This report is intended to provide you with important information about 
your drinking water and the eforts made by the water system to provide 
safe drinking water. 

Public Participation Opportunities 
Date:  2nd & 4th Tuesdays 
Time:  5:15 p.m. 
Location:  110 Bufalo, Gilmer, TX 75644 
Phone Number:  903-843-2552 

To learn about future public meetings (concerning your drinking water), or 
request to schedule one, please call us. 

En Español 
Este reporte incluye información importante sobre el agua para tomar. Para 
asistencia en español, favor de llamar al telefono Maria at (903) 843-2552. 

Information on Sources of Water 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, 
lakes streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface 
of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, 
in some cases, radioactive material, and can pickup substances resulting from the 
presence of animals or human activity. 

Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
— Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from 
sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 
— Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-
occurring or result from urban storm water runof, industrial or domestic wastewater 
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming. 
— Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban storm water runof, and residential areas. 
— Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic 
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, 
and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runof, and septic systems. 
— Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result 
of oil and gas production and mining activities. The City of Gilmer Public Works Department is committed to public service. 

Leading the Way 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which 
limit the amount of certain ccontaminants in water provided by public water 
systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which 
must provide the same protection for public health. 

Contaminants may be found in drinking water that may cause taste, color, or odor 
problems. These types of problems are not necessarily causes for health concerns. 
For more information on taste, odor, or color of drinking water, please contact the 
system’s business ofce. 

You may be more vunerable than the general population to certain microbial 
contaminants, such as Cryptosporidium, in drinking water. Infants, some elderly, 
or immunocompromised persons such as those undergoing chemotherapy for 
cancer; persons who have undergone organ transplants; those who are undergoing 
treatment with steriods; and people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system 
disorders, can be particularly at risk from infections. You should seek advice about 
drinking water from your physician or health care providers. Additional guidelines 
on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium are 
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially 
for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from 
materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. We 
are responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but we cannot control 
the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has 
been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by 
fushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or 
cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your 
water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you 
can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or 
at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

Where Do We Get Our Drinking Water? 
The source of drinking water used by CITY OF GILMER is Ground Water from 
CARRIZO, WILCOX AQUIFER. The TECQ completed an assessment of your source 
water and results indicate that some of your sources are susceptible to certain 
contaminants. The sampling requirements for your water system are based on this 
susceptibility and previous sample data. Any detections of these contaminants 
may be found in this Consumer Confdence Report. A Source Water Susceptibility 
Assessment for your drinking water source is currently being updated by the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality. This information describes the susceptibility 
and types of constituents that may come into contact with your drinking water 
source based on human activities and natural conditions. The information contained 
in the assessment allows us to focus source water protection strategies. 

For more information regarding this report contact: 
Brian Rodgers at (903) 843-2552 
All Drinking Water May Contain Contaminants 

When drinking water meets federal standards there may not be any health benefts 
to purchasing bottled water or point of use devices. Drinking water, including 
bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate 
that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential 
health efects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
(1-800-426-4791). 

Information on Secondary Contaminants 
Many constituents (such as calcium, sodium, or iron) which are often found in 
drinking water can cause taste, color and odor problems. The taste and odor 
constituents are called secondary constituents and are regulated by the State of 
Texas, not the EPA. These constituents are not causes for health concern. Therefore, 
secondaries are not required to be reported in this document but they may greatly 
afect the appearance and taste of your water. 

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead


 
   

   
  
 

 
   

     
 

 
    

 

   

  

     

     

     

            
 

     

             
     

   

  

 

 

  

  

 
  

 
    

 

 

 

 Coliform Bacteria 
Maximum 

Contaminant Level 
Goal 

Total Coliform Maximum 
Contaminant Level Highest No. of  Positive 

Fecal Coliform or 
E. Coli Maximum 

Contaminant Level 
Total No. of Positive E. Coli or 

Fecal Coliform Samples Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

0 1 positive
monthly sample. 

There were no TCR detections for this system in
this CCR period. — 0 N Naturally present in this environment. 

Lead and Copper 

Lead and 
Copper Date Sampled MCLG Action 

Level (AL) 
90th 

Percentile # Sites Over AL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Copper June-Sept 2013 1.3 1.3 0.39 0 ppm N Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching from wood preservatives; Corrosion of
household plumbing systems. 

Lead June-Sept 2013 0 15 2.23 1 ppb N Corrosion of household plumbing systems; Erosion of natural deposits. 

Disinfectant Levels 

Year Disinfectant Average Level Minimum Level Maximum Level MRDL MRDLG Units Source of Disinfectant 

2014 Chlorine Residual, Free 1.6 0.2 4.2 4.0 4.0 ppm Chlorine gas used to control microbes. 

Disinfectants and Disinfection 
By-Products Collection Date Highest Level

Detected 
Range of Levels 

Detected MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Haloacetic Acids (HAA5) * 08/07/2014 7.5 7.5-7.5 No goal for  the 
total 60 ppb N By-product of drinking water chlorination. 

Total Trihalomethanes (TThm) * 08/07/2014 38.5 38.5-38.5 No goal for the
total 80 ppb N By-product of drinking water chlorination. 

Defnitions: Action Level Goal (ALG(: The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. ALGs allow for a margin of safety. Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other 
requirements which a water system must follow. 

Not all sample results may have been used for calculating the Highest Level Detected because some results may be part of an evaluation to determine where compliance sampling should occur in the future. 

Nitrate Advisory - Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is a health risk for infants of less than six months of age. High nitrate levels in drinking water can cause blue baby syndrome. Nitrate levels may rise quickly for short periods of time because of rainfall or agricultural
activity. If you are caring for an infant you should ask advice from your health care provider. 

Inorganic Contaminants 

Inorganic Contaminants Collection Date Highest Level Detected Range of Levels 
Detected MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Barium 04/28/2011 0.06 0.03 - 0.06 2 2 ppm N Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from metal refneries; Erosion of 
natural deposits. 

Chromium 04/28/2011 0.559 0.382 - 0.559 100 100 ppb N Discharge from steel and pulp mills; Erosion of natural deposits. 

Cyanide 08/07/2014 6.61 0-6.61 200 200 ppb N Discharge from plastic and fertilizer factories; Discharge from steel/metal
factories. 

Fluoride 08/07/2014 0.288 0.2-0.288 4 4.0 ppm N Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive which promotes stong teeth;
Discharge from fertilizer and aluminum. 

Nitrate (measured as Nitrogen) 08/07/2014 0.0485 0 - 0.0485 10 10 ppm N Runof from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, sewage; Erosion of
natural deposits. 

Thallium 04/28/2011 0.011 0.008 - 0.011 0.5 2 ppb N Discharge from electonics, glass, and leaching from ore-processing sites;
Drug factories. 

Synthetic organic
contaminants including

pesticides 
Collection Date Highest Level Detected Range of Levels 

Detected MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Di (2-ethylhexyl) adipate 07/26/2012 0.05 0 - 0.05 400 400 ppb N Discharge from chemical factories. 

Di (2-ethylhexyl) phthalate 07/26/2012 0.21 0 - 0.21 0 6 ppb N Discharge from rubber and chemical factories. 

2014 Regulated Contaminants Detected 



 

 

A COMSUMER’S GUIDE TO BACKFLOW PREVENTION IN TEXAS 

Te Texas Commission on Environmental Quality requires all community water systems to maintain a cross-connection 
control program for protection of the system that distributes drinking water to your home or business. Te cross-connetion
control program includes: 
•  Inspections of the customer’s private plumbing to identify and prevent cross-connections, and potential contamination, 

including contamination by illegal materials containing lead. 
• Required installation and testing of backfow prevention assemblies where appropriate. Te costs associated with the 
program are borne by the customer. Some public water systems are subject to a plumbing code that may have more 
stringent requirements than the TCEQ. TCEQ regulations are a minimum. 

What is a cross-connection? 
A physical connection between drinkable water and a liquid or gas that could make the water unsafe to drink. Wherever 
there is a cross-connection, there is a potential threat to public health from the liquid or gas contaminants. 

What is backflow? 
Water fowing in the opposite of its intended direction, either from a loss of pressure in the supply lines or an increase in 
pressure on the customer’s side. 

Common cross-connections: 
•  Garden hose: Backfow through cross-connections can occur at your home if you leave a garden hose turned on and 

submerged in a swimming pool, or insert it into your car’s radiator to fush out the antifreeze, or attach it to an insecticide 
sprayer. Tat material could siphon back into your drinkable water. 

•  Private well: Backfow can also occur if a pump supplied from an untreated water supply, such as a private well, was 
connected to the drinkable water supply. Te untreated water could be pumped into the drinkable water supply which 
serves your home and the public water system. 

•  Lawn sprinkler system: TCEQ regulations require that all lawn sprinkler systems be connected through a mechanical 
backfow prevention assembly—without which the stagnant water from the sprinkler system could be drawn into the 
drinkable water supply for your home. 

How can backflow be prevented?
Backfow into a potable-water system can be prevented using an assembly approved by the water supplier, or a physical 
separation between the water supply and a potential source of pollution  Te water supplier determines the type of backfow 
prevention assembly required, based on the existing or potential degree of hazard. 

Testing backflow prevention assemblies
Te TCEQ requires testing of all backfow prevention assemblies at installation by a TCEQ licensed tester. Backfow 
prevention assemblies installed to protect against any substance that can make you sick must be tested annually. 

How can I fnd out more information about backflow? 
For more information about backfow and cross-connection control, visit <www.tceq.state.tx.us/goto/cc>. 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

Te TCEQ is an equal opportunity employer. Te agency does not allow discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, or veteran status. 



 

 

 
 

 
  

 

  
     

       
      

 

     
  

  
 
 

 

         
        

 
    

  
   

 
  

    

     

         
   

    
     

 
         

     
 

           
              

 
   

    
    

  
   

     
     

  
  

                          
                          

   
  

  
 

                        
                              

                                      

110 Bufalo 
Gilmer, TX 75644 

HOW TO CONTACT US 
Fire Department 903-843-3225 
Police Department 903-843-5545 
Emergency 9-1-1 
Gilmer City Hall – Water Department 903-843-2552 
After Hours Water Department 903-790-7556 
Municipal Court 903-843-2751 
Gilmer Civic Center 903-797-8888 
Gilmer City Hall is located at 110 Bufalo Street. 
Ofce hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Visit our website at: www.gilmer-tx.com 

Where Your Water Goes 
A family of four uses an average of 225 gallons of water a day. 
Seventy (70) gallons of this is hot water. The average usage for a 
single person is ffty-six (56) gallons of water a day. Below is a list of 
water consumptions. 

Consumption Due To Leaks 
At 100 lbs. pressure -

A leak this size - will waste - this many gallons 
A few drops of food coloring in the tank of the toilet will detect 
invisible leaks. If the color shows up in the bowl with fushing, it 
indicates a leaking toilet. 

LEAK PER DAY PER MONTH 
1/16". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,685 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50,550 
1/8". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,725 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .201,750 
1/4". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26,928 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .807,840 

The Gilmer Civic Center, located on U.S. Highway 271 N, is 
a source of pride for Gilmer and the Northeast Texas area. It 
is one of the fnest performance/meeting centers in East 
Texas. The Civic Center can host fne arts programs, banquets, 
concerts, stage plays, conventions, receptions, family reunions, 
proms, and much more. For more information please call 
(903) 797-8888. 

Residential Garbage Collection: 

Residential garbage is collected Tuesday and Friday.  
Garbage must be curbside by 7am for collection.  

Contact City Hall for Christmas and New Year’s collection schedule. 

FALL CLEANUP September 2015 
SPRING CLEANUP March 2016 

Defnitions 
Average: Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on running annual average of monthly 
samples. 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG: The level of a contaminant in drinking water 
below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in 
drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs 
as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water 
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not refect the benefts of 
the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed 
in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of 
microbial contaminants. 
MFL: Million fbers per liter (a measure of asbestos). 
mrem/year: Millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body). 
na: Not applicable. 
NTU:  Nephelometric turbidity units (a measure of turbidity). 
pCi/L:  Picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity). 
ppb: Micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water. 
ppm: Milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one ounce in 7,350 gallons of water. 
ppt:  Parts per trillion, or nanograms per liter (ng/L). 
ppq:  Parts per quadrillion, or pictograms per liter (pg/L). 

Conventional Toilet . . . . . . . . . . . 4 to 5 gallons per fush 
Water Saving Toilet . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ½ gallons per fush 
Full Bath  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20 to 30 gallons 
Half Bath  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 to 15 gallons 
Washing Machine  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 25 to 35 gallons 
Dishwasher  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 to 16 gallons 
Hand Wash Dishes (Each Time) . . . . . . . . . .9 to 14 gallons 
Car Washing (One Hour) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,600 gallons 
Food Preparation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 gallons 

The Gilmer Civic Center 




