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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 

Ma.t'Ch 19, 2020 

FJL~D IN THE; OFFIO~ OFTHe 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
_11:s~tl-"--o'ClOCK 

Tho Honorable Ruth R. Hughs 
Secl'Ot•tY of Stale ~o/C'.-:- i . v--
State Capitol Room !E.8 Secretaryo/S!i,to --· 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Dear Secretary Hughs: 

l'ursuant to his powers as Gove.mot of the Slate of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following, 

Executive Order No. GA-08 relating to COVID-19 preparedness and ntltigatio~. 

The original executive order is attached to this Jetter of tra.Ds.mittaJ. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ 

. · ' son 
C rk to the Governor 

sv------.-

Attachment 
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BY THE 
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executive Department 
Austin1 T~a& 

March 1g, 2020 

EXECUTIVE OlU>Ell. 
GAOS 

Relati,ig to COVID-J9 preparedness and mitigation, 

WHERllAS, the novel coronavfrus (COVID-19) bas been recognized globally as a 
contagious respiratory vims; and 

WHEREAS, 11 Greg Abbott, Govemo.r ofTexns. issued 0. disester procla010.tjon on 
March 13, 2020, certifying that COVID-19 poses an hnmioent th~•t of disaster 
for all counties in the state: of Texas:; and 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 continues to spread and to pose an inereesing, imminent 
throat of disaster throughout Texasj and 

WHEREAS, toe Centers for Disease Control and P~vention (CDC) bas advised 
that person ..to~person cont.act heightens tbe risk of COVID-19 transmission.; and 

WHEREAS, the President's Coron•virus Guidelines for America, as promulgated 
by President Donald 1. Trump and the CDC on March )6, 2020, cal] upon 
Americans to slow the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding social gatherings in 
groups of more than 10 people, using drivc-thrn, pickup, or de:Iivery options at 
restaurants and bars, and avojding vfait.a.tion at ,:iursjng homes, amo,:ig other 
8tops; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of State Health Services has now determined 
that. as ofMan;h 19, 2020. COVID-19 repr~i;;nts a public health disastor within 
the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Healeh and Safety Code; and 

WHEREAS, under the Texas Disaster Act of 1975, '1[t}he governor is responsible 
for meeting .. , the: dangers to the: state: and people presented by disasters" 
(Section 418,001 of the Texas Government Cqde), and the legislature has given 
the governor broRd authority to fulfill that resJJonsibHity. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, Grog Abbot~ Governor of Toxas, by virtue of the power 
and autliority vested in me ·by the Constitution and laws of tho Stale of Tex•s. do 
bereby order the following on a statewide basJs effective 11:59 p.m. on Mai:ch 20, 
2020, ond continuing until 11;59 p.m. on April 3, 2020, subjocl to extension 
thereaftet based Ol) the status of COVID-19 io TeX:86 and the tecommendatioos of 
tho CDC: 

FILED IN THE OFFIOc OF THe 
saCR!iTARY OF STATE

li, '7g> ii"' O'CLOCK 

MAR 19 2020 
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Govemor Greg Abbott 
March 19, 2020 

Ol'der No. I In accordance with the Guidelinee from the Pmsident and the 
CDC, every person in Texas shall avoid social gatherings in 
groups of more than 10 people, 

Order No. 2 In accordance whh tbe GuideHncs from the President and the 
CDC, l'eo:ple shall avoid eatillg or ddnking at bars, restaurants, 
and food courts, or visiting gyms or massage pa.do.rs: provided. 
however, th.at the use of drive-thru, pickup. or delivery optjons 
is allowed and highly er,co1.1raged throughout the limited 
duration of this executive ordel', 

Order No .. 3 In accordance with the Guidolin0s from the. Prnsidem and the 
CDC, people shall not visit nursing homes or retirement or 
1ong-tc:nn care facilities unless to pl'ovide c,ddcal assistance. 

Order No. 4 In accordance with the Guidelines from fhe; President and the 
CDC, sohooJs shall tempo1"0..1ily close. 

This, executive order does not prohibit people from visitin,g a variely of places1 

Jncluding &r□ cery stores, gas stations, pa.r.k.s, end ba.nks, so long as tho necessary 
pmcamJons are mafattl.inc:d to reduce the transmission of COVID-19. Thla 
executive order does not mandQto sheltering in place, All critical io!rascructure 
will remain operational1 domestic travel Will remain unrestricted, and government 
entitles and businesses will continue providing esse,ntiaJ se.rvicc:s. For offices and 
workplaces that remain open. ernp!oyees .should practice good hygiene aud, where 
feasible, work from home in order to achieve optimum isolation from COVID-19, 
The more that people reduce tneir public coot•ot, the sooner COVID-19 will be 
contah:ied and the sooner this executive order will expite. 

This executive ordecr supersedes all previous orders on this matter that are in 
conflict or inconsistent with its terms, and this order s:halI remain in effect and l.n 
full forco until 11:59 p.m, on April 3, 2020, subject to being extonded, modified, 
amended, rescinded, or supefseded by me or by a succeeding gov6rnor. 

Secretary of State 

Oiven under my hand this the 
19th day afMa.rcb, 2020. 

GREG ABBOTT 
Governor 
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