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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

March 19, 2020

FILED N THE OFFIG OF THE
SECRETARY OF 8TATE

_IIisq Ak~ otclock
WA 19,4820

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs
Secretary of State

Stake Capitol Room [E.8
Austin, Texns 78701

et

&‘;e&retéry of State

Degr Secretary Hughs:
Pursuent to bis powers as Govetnor of the State of Texay, Greg Abbott has issued the following:
Execative Order No. GA-08 yefating to COVID-19 preparedness and mitigation.

The ogiginal exccutive order is attached to this Jetter of transmittal,

Respacefully submitred,

Attachment
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xeeufiire Order

BY THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executive Department
Anstin, Texas
March 19, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
GA 08 -

Relating to COVID-19 preparedness and mitigation,

WHEREAS, the novel covonavirus (COVID-19) hag baen recognized globally as &
contagious respiratory virus; and

WHEREAS, 1, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, issued a digaster proclamation on,
March 13, 2020, certifying that COVID-19 poges an unmment threat of disaster
for all countics in the state of Texas; and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 continues 1o spread agd to pose an joereasing, imminent
threat of disaster throughout Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has advised
that person-to-person contact heightens the risk of COVID-19 transmission; and

WHEREAS, the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for Awerica, 08 promulgated

by President Dongid I, Trump apd the CDC on March 16, 202Q, cali upon
Americans to slow the spread of COVID-19 by avolding soclal gatherings in
groups of mote than 10 people, vsing drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options af
restautants and bars, and avojding visitation at pursing homes, among othse
stops; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Department of State Health Setvices hag now determiped
that, as of March 19, 2020, COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within
the meaning of Chapter 8] of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, under the Texag Disaster Act of 1975, “[t]he governor ls responsible
for meeting ... the dangers to the state and poople prescnted by disasters”
(Section 418.001 of the Texas Government Code), ard the legislatare has given
the governor broad suthority to fulfill that responsibility.

NOW, THEREEORE, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power
and avuthoxity vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the Stale of Texas, do
hereby order the following on a starewde basjs effective 11:59 p.m. on March 20,
2020, snd continuing untll 11:39 p.m. on April 3, 2020, subject to extension
thereafter bagad on tha stamg of COVID-19 in Texas and the recorymendations of

the CDC:

FILED IN THE OFFIGE OF THE
BECRETARY OF STATE
WiGdam O'CLOCK
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Governor Grog Abbott Executive Ordar GA-08 % V7
March 19, 2020 Page 2 ﬁ"},«} )

OvderNo. 1  In accordanee with the Guidslines from the President and the
CDC, every person in Texas shall avoid social gatherings in
groups of more than 10 people.

Order No. 2  In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the
CDC, people shall avoid eating or drjnling at bars, restaurants,
and feod courls, or visiting gyms or massage parlors; provided,
however, that the use of drive-thru, pickup, or delivery options
is allowed and highly epcoursped throughout the limited
duration of this execuiive oxder,

Order No.3  In accordance with the Guidelines from the Fresident and the
CDC, people shall not visit pursing homes or retirement or
long-ternm eare facilities unless to provide cyitical assistance.

Order No. 4 In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the
CDC, schools ¢hall tamporarily close.

This, exécutive order does not probibit peopla from visiting z varicly of places,
including grocery stores, gas starlons, parks, aod banks, so long ss the neceszsary
precautions are malotained to redwce the transwoission of COVID-19. Thia
executive order does not nyandate sheltering in place. All critical infrastructure
witl romain operational, dorpestic travel will remain unrestricted, and government
entities and businesses will continue providing essential services. For offives and
workplaces that remain open, employeex should practice good hygiene and, wham
foasible, work from home in order to achlsve optimum igolation from COVID-19,
The more that people reduce theix public cootact, the sooner COVID-12 will be
contajned and the saoner this executive order will expire.

This executive order supersedes all previous orders on this roatter that are in
conflict or inconsistent with its terms, sud thiz order shall remain in effect and in
full force until 11:59 p.n. on April 3, 2020, subject to being extended, modified,
amended, rescinded, or superseded by me or by a succssding governor.

QGlven under my hand this the
19th day of March, 2020,

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

JU/TH R, HUGHS
Swoeratary of State
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