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GOoVERNOR GREG ABBOTT

March £9, 2020

FILED |N THE DFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY OF STATE

ISR 0'CLOCK

The Honorable Ruth R. Hughs 34010

Sectetary of State L~

State Capltol Room. 1E.8 Secrelary of State ’

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Secretary Hughe:

Pursuant (o his powers a5 Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the folloWing:

Executive Order No, GA-OB relating to COVID-19 prepuredness apd mitigation.

The original executive order is attached to this fetter of transimittal,

Respectfully submitted,

Attachment
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Lxeenfie Order

BY THE
GOVEANOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

Executlve Department

Anstin, Texas
March 19, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER
G408

Reluting to COVID-19 preparedness and rﬁirigatiorf,

WHEREAS, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has been recaognized glohally as &
contagious réspiratory virua; and

WHEREAS, I, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, lssurd & disaster proclamation on
Mareh 13, 2020, cortifylng that COVID-19 poses an imminent threat of disaster
for all counties in the state of Texas; and

WHERBAS, COVID-19 continues 1o spread and to poss an increasing, irminent
threat of disaster throughout Texses; and

WHEREAS, the Cantars for Disease Contyol ayd Prevention (CDC) has advised
that perscn-ta-person contact hsightens the risk of COVID-19 transmission; and

WHEREAS, the President’s Coronavirus Gujdelines for Amerlca, as promulgated

by President Donald J. Trump and the CDC on March 16, 2020, call upon
Americaus to slow the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding social gatherings in
groups of more than 10 people, using drive-theu, pickup, or defivery options at
restaurants and barg, and avoiding visitation at musing homes, among other
steps; and

WEHEREAS, the Texas Department of State Health Services has now determined
that, as of March 19, 2020, COVID-19 represenis a public health disaster within
the meaning of Chapter 81 of the Texas Health and Safety Code; and

WHEREAS, under the Texsas Disaster Act of 1975, “[tJhe governor is responsible
for mesting ... the dangers 1o the state and people presented by disasters”
(Scction 418001 of the Texas Government Code), and the legislature has given
the governor brord autharity to fulfill that responsibility.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas, by virtue of the power
and authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, du
bereby order the following on s statewide basjs effective 11:$9 p.m. on March 20,
2020, and continuing untl 11:59 p.m. on April 3, 2020, subject to extension
thereafier based on the status of COVID-19 in Texas and the resommendations of
the CDC:
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Governor Greg Abbolt Execrtive Order GA-08
March 19, 2020 Page 2

Order No. 1 Ia accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the
CDC, every person in Toxas shall avoid social gathetings in
groups of motre than 10 people.

OrderNo.2 In accold ncewnh thc- Gu1delmes flom the Pxeszdent and the

s allowad and hlghiy encnurugcd thmughout the limlted
duration of this executive order.

Order No.3 In accordance w:th l:ha Gu;dehnes frorn lhc Pms;dcnt and the.
CDhC, peo}pie .. G ;

ST

Order No,4  In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the
CDC, schools shall temporarily close.
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This. exsoutive order does hot probibit people from visiting a variety of places,
including grocery stores, gas stations, parks, and banks, so long as the nacessary
precautions are mainteined to reduce the transmission of COVID-19. This
exeotive order does not mandate sheltering in place. Afl critical infrastructurs
will rernain operational, domestic trave} witl remain wnrestricted, and government
entities and businesses will continue providing essential services. For offices and
workplaces that remain open, employees should practice good hygiene and, where
feasible, work from home In order to achisve optirum isolation from COVID-19.
The more that people reduce their public contast, the seoner COVID.19 will be
contained and the sooner this exsontive order will expire.

This executive order supersedes all pravious orders op this matter that are in
canflict of inconsistent with lts terms, and this order shall remain in effect and in
full force until 11:59 p.m. on April 3, 2020, subject to being oxtended, modified,
amended, rescinded, or superseded by me or by a succeeding governor.

Given under my hand this the
19th day of March, 2020.

Pegy abry-

GREG ABBOTT
Governor

Secretary of State
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