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GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTT 

March 19, 2020 

FILED IN iHE OFFICE OF THIE 
SECRETARY OF STAT!; 

11 :s~ ti""-- O'CLOCK 

The Honorablo Ruth R. Hughs 
Secretary of State 
Stnte Capitol Room lE.8 4£!.
Austin, Texas 7870 I 

Dear Secretary Hughs: 

Pursuant (O his powers as Governor of the State of Texas, Greg Abbott has issued the following: 

Executive Order No, GA~08 relating to COVID-l9 J?reparedness ond mitigation. 

The original executive ordet is attached 10 thl6 letter of transmittal. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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BYTHE 
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executive Department 
Austin, Texas 

March 19, 2020 

EXECUTlVE ORDER 
GA-08 

Relating lO COV/D.J9 preparedness alld mitigation. 

WHEREAS, the novel corooavirus (COVID-19) has been recognized globally as a 
contagious respil'atory virus; and 

WHEREAS, I. Greg Abbott, Governor o( Texa~, Issued a disaster proclamatlon on 
March 13, 2020, certifying that COVID-19 poses an imminent threat of disaster 
for all counties in the state ofTexasi and 

WH:ER.BAS, COV.ID-19 continues to spread and to po,50 an increasing1imminent 
threat of disasteJ' througbout Tex.as; and 

WHEREAS, the Centt:rs for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) hos advised 
that personMto-pei:so.n contact heightens the risk of covro.. 19 transmission; and 

WHEREAS, tile Pi:esident's Coronavirus OujdeUnes for America, as promulgated 
by President Donald J. ,,ump and the CDC on IY.(arch 16, 20;).0, call upon 
Ameticans to slow the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding social gathedngs in 
groups of more than 10 pc:ople1 using d.dve-thru, pickup, or delivery options at 
restaurants and bal's, and a.vojdfog visitation at .(J.Ul'Siog liomes1 among other 
.steps; and 

WHEREAS, the Teitas Department of St.ate- Health Services has now determined 
that, as of March 19, 2020, COVID-19 represents a public health disaster within 
the meaning of Chapter 81 of tne Texas Health and Safety Code; and 

WHEREAS, unde1· tbe Texas Disaster Act of l975, "[tJlle governor is responsible 
fol' meeting ... the dangei:s to the state and people presented by disasters'' 
(Section 418_00L of the Toxa:s Government Code), Q.ud th,; legislature has given 
the governor broad authority to fulfiIJ thi:it responsibility_ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, o,·eg Abbott, Govomor of Texas, by virtue of tho power 
and amhodty vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, do 
hereby order the foJJowlng on a statewide bad$ effectlve 11 :59 p.m, on March 20, 
20201 and continuing until 11:59 p.rn. on April 3, 2020, subject to ~Xtension 
tl).e.reafter based on che status of COVID~19 in Tex.as and the recommendations of 
the CDC: 

FILED IN THE OFPIOE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF STAT/,

\\: !!'!I ,v,, O'CLOCK 

MAR 1 9 2020 
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Governor Greg Abbott Executive Order GA~08 
March l 9, 2020 FageZ 

Order No. l ill accordance with the Gulde.lines from the President 11nd the 
CDC, every person in Texas shall avoid social gathedogs in 
groups of mm" than 10 people, 

Orde.r No. 3 In acoordance w'th the GuideUnes from the:: President and the 
_CDC, people . ·ior 

Order No. 4 In accordance with the Guidelines from the President and the 
CDC, schooJs 6hall temporarily close, 

This. executive order does not pl'obibit people from visiting a varlety of place,s, 
including grocery stores, gas stations, park&, and banks, so long as the necessazy 
precautions are maintrun~ to reduce the t.ransm.ission of COVID~l9. 'this 
execvtivP order does not mandate shelcedng in place. AH critjcal infra.strncturo. 
will remain operational, domestic travel will remain unrestricted, and government 
entities and businesses will continue providing essential services. For offices and 
wotk!;'laccs that remain open, employ~ should practice good hygiene and, where: 
feasible, work from home in order to achieve optimum isolation from COVID-19. 
The more that people reduce their pubJic conLact, tbe sooner COVID.. 19 will be 
cont.a.ined and the soone.r this exeoutive order wiH expife. 

This executive order super.se(les a.11 previous orders on this matter that are in 
conflict o.r jncon&istcnt with its terms, an({ this order shall remain in effect ar1d in 
full force until 11:59 p.m. on April 3, 2020, subject to being extended, modlf\ed, 
amended, rescindei:i, or superseded by me or by a succeeding governor. 

Secretary of State 

Given unde.r my hand this the 
19th day of Mru~h, ~0~0. 

GREG ABBOTT 
Governor 

l'ILEP IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SEC&;TARY or STATE

11 , , M1 O'CLOCK 

MAR 1 9 2020 




